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Ecuador summer

Kevin Quillien is a Shell child (teenager).
He has been on previous postings with
his family but is currently boarding

at Sevenoaks school in Kent. Kevin is
French, but was born in England. His
parents Karine and Yvon are based in
The Hague, the Netherlands.

| have recently returned from a month in Ecuador where

| participated in a community project in the small rural
community of El Pedregal (located at a 3,600m altitude in
the high Andean Paramo grasslands). Our job was to update
the work done by expedition groups many years ago, at the
local primary school, and to design and build a brand new
book corner, with the hope it would become a friendly place
for the children to enjoy reading. Thanks to the generous
sum of money we had been able to raise beforehand through
concerts, quiz nights and a multitude of car washes, we had
sufficient funds to complete a very good project as well as
buy lots of books.

The project was part of the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award
and | was fortunate to be selected (along with 20 other

The new book corner

Kevin Quillien

Sevenoaks students). Especially since the trip included most of
the things | love doing: discovering a completely new country
with its unique customs and way of life; mixing amongst the
local population; participating in a community project; and
experiencing a large variety of scenery and eco-systems.

We spent a year and a half year preparing for Ecuador and
carefully planning every single detail of the expedition

- including arranging transport, housing and food; managing
our very limited budget and of course determining the size of
our backpacks! We were to be self-sufficient and had to rely
entirely on our own capacity to understand and adapt to our
surroundings. Team spirit was vital.

We divided into sub-groups to design and paint the book
corner, to fix and repaint other things around the school

and to renovate furniture. Some took on the delicate task of
repainting two large murals; one with a map of the world, the
other with a map of the surrounding area, as well as drawing
flags of nations with names written in English and Spanish.

When we had finished, the book corner looked beautiful with
red and yellow bookcases and Noah'’s Ark surrounded by
animals covered all the walls. Brightly painted tables and chairs
added a cheerful note to the ensemble. It was a tremendously
rewarding experience and the local people were amazed at our
result.

After working hours, we would meet a group of local kids at
the football pitch in front of the school (complete with its two
resident grazing cows), and play until sunset.



On other evenings, some of us would teach English to the
village children while the class mums and local women cooked
us quinoa soup and fresh trout. Quinoa is a native crop made
of tiny, straw-yellow kernels, which look like plumped sesame
seeds. The soup was served with potatoes (the main crop
grown by the Ecuadorians), corn, and garlic and we ate it with
large slices of the local cheese. The food there was surprisingly
easy to adapt to. We all stayed in the school where we camped
in one of the classrooms. We were the only ones staying there
but during the day, the younger children from the village joined
us and would gladly ‘contribute’ to the painting.

Our expedition also included several one-day adventures
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such as riding, rafting, jungle trekking, wilderness camping,
and climbing volcano Ruminahui (4,631m). We were initially
to have climbed the Tungurahua, but while we were in
Ecuador Tungurahua erupted so we had to make alternative
arrangements!

I am now back at school, but my memories of the trip are as
vivid as yesterday, the friendly locals, the intensely flavoured
food, the work, the independence. | gained greatly from my
experience. It reinforced to me how much | love being part of
the wider world and how important it is to challenge yourself
and do what you can to make a difference, no matter small, in
our world.
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